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□ PICTURES IN CLINICAL MEDICINE □

Total Occlusion of Aorta due to Aortic Coarctation
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A 66-year-old man was referred to our hospital with

dyspnea of 5 years. Femoral artery pulses were diminished.

Aortic coarctation (Aoc) was suspected. Computerized to-

mographic angiography was performed which revealed oc-

clusion of aorta just distal to the left subclavian artery.

Interrupted aortic arch (IAA) is a rare congenital disease

which is defined as luminal discontinuity of the aorta. Type

A of IAA is an interruption just distal to the left subclavian

artery (1, 2). The differential diagnosis between severe Aoc

and IAA type A is difficult, however there are helpful imag-

ing features which facilitate the differentiation (1). In IAA

the ascending aorta has a smaller caliber (1), the great ves-

sels may show a ‘V’ configuration on coronal images and

Department of Radiology, Kocaeli University, Turkey

Received for publication December 12, 2011; Accepted for publication January 17, 2012

Correspondence to Dr. Ahmet Akça, one_442@yahoo.com



Intern Med 51: 985-986, 2012 DOI: 10.2169/internalmedicine.51.7068

986

patent ductus arteriosus is the most common cardiovascular

anomaly (2). In the present case the increased caliber of the

ascending aorta, lack of V formation of great vessels, lack

of PDA and presence of tissue between the proximal and

distal lumen was concordant with Aoc.
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